
WHAT BEGAN AS A HOBBY / HOME INDUSTRY IN ILSE APPELGRYN’S KITCHEN 
IN 1993 QUICKLY TOOK ON A LIFE OF ITS OWN AND BECAME A FULLY-FLEDGED 
FAMILY BUSINESS IN 1994. INITIALLY THERE WAS JUST ILSE AND ONE ASSISTANT, 
TODAY KAPULA BOASTS A STAFF COMPLIMENT OF NEARLY 120 PEOPLE.

OUR CANDLES ARE ALL HAND-MADE IN BREDASDORP, USING ONLY IMPORTED 
MATERIALS OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY. WHAT ORIGINALLY MADE KAPULA 
FAMOUS IS OUR HAND PAINTED CANDLES, DECORATED WITH ORIGINAL 
DESIGNS WHICH ARE MOSTLY INSPIRED BY OUR AFRICAN HERITAGE AND 
COMPOSED OF VIVID COLOURS AND INTRICATE PATTERNS. ADDITIONALLY, WE 
HAND-POUR SEVERAL OTHER KINDS OF CANDLES: PLAIN FROST, MULTI-LAYER 
AND SPECIAL FROST (ALL AVAILABLE IN OVER 70 COLOURS AND 125 DIFFERENT 
SHAPES / SIZES), FIGURINES, FRAGRANCED, SOY, AS WELL AS FILLED VESSELS.

IN 2004 KAPULA EXPANDED INTO CERAMICS PRODUCTION, BRINGING OUR 
WARM ART TO THIS ENDURING MEDIUM. THE EVER-GROWING SELECTION OF 
DESIGNS AND SHAPES ARE ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH IN-HOUSE, WHERE THEY 
GO THROUGH THREE FIRINGS TO ENSURE THE RICHEST COLOURS POSSIBLE. 
MADE FROM STONEWARE CLAY AND HIGH-FIRED TO 1200° CELSIUS, THEY ARE 
ALL MICROWAVE AND DISHWASHER SAFE.

ORIGINALLY THE DESIGNS ALL CAME FROM ILSE, AND WHILE SHE IS STILL MOST 
ACTIVE IN THIS ROLE, IT HAS GROWN INTO AN OPERATION WHERE DESIGN 
SOURCES INCLUDE HER DAUGHTER AND NIECE, AS WELL AS MEMBERS OF THE 
PAINTING STAFF THEMSELVES. THIS INCLUSIVE APPROACH HAS BEEN A GREAT 
ASSET IN TERMS OF ADDING VARIETY AS WELL AS KEEPING US CURRENT WITH 
MODERN TRENDS (ALONG WITH SETTING A FEW OF OUR OWN).


